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At a June 11 press conference in the city of Sophia, Bulgaria, Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas
Borge said the contras as an organized fighting force would be "definitively eradicated" in 1988.
He admitted that even after the main body of the contras had been driven out of Nicaragua, small
bands "will manage to survive, resorting to plunder, banditry and murder." However, even these
small bands, he added, will in time also be eliminated. Borge, who arrived in Bulgaria June 8 on an
official visit, asserted that the contras have failed in all attempts to establish a base inside Nicaragua.
Referring to Sandinista intelligence activities, he said, "It is no secret that state security has managed
to penetrate the contra ranks." In recent operations, Borge said, the Sandinistas had seized 50 tons
of plastic explosives from the contras. Next, the minister declared that the contras have been losing
ground, and have not achieved any of their premeditated goals. Consequently, he added, it can
be "responsibly confirmed that they have been strategically defeated." (Basic data from PRENSA
LATINA, 06/11/87)
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